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PACTS  ABOUT  ARTHUEDALE  HOMESTEADS 

Farm  Security  Administration 
Department  of  Agriculture 
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Name :  Arthur dale 

Location:  In  Preston  County,  northern  West  Virginia,  just  south 

of  Reedsville,  and  about  16  miles  from  Morgantown.  A 
state  highway,  now  being  constructed,  leads  from  Heeds- 
ville through  Arthurdale  and  connects  with  Route  50, 
12  miles  to  the  south. 


History:  One  of  the  first  projects  of  the  Division  of  Subsistence 

Homesteads  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  Arthurdale 
was  initiated  on  October  1,  1933.    The  project  was  trans- 
ferred by  Executive  Order  to  the  Resettlement  Administra- 
tion May  15,  1935.     It  is  now  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Farm  Security  Administration,  successor  to  the  Re- 
settlement Administration.  / 

Purpose:  Arthurdale  was  planned  to  give  a  group  of  families,  left 

without  work  when  the  nearby  coal  mines  closed  down,  a 
chance  to  obtain  an  adequate  income  and  a  greater  degree 
of  security. 

Description:      More  than  1,100  acres  of  rolling  land,  once  part  of  the 
plantation  of  Colonel  George  Fairfax,  aide  to  George 
Washington,  form  the  project  site.     In  the  heart  of  this 
area  is  located  the  community  center,   including  a  general 
store,  a  barber  shop,  post  office,  meeting  hall ,- display 
room,  handicraft  work  shop,  administrative  offices,  and 
filling  station.    On  the  side  of  a  hill,  overlooking  the 
community  center  and  a  large  portion  of  the  project,  is  an 
inn.    The  school  and  the  community  health  conter  are  nearby. 

Around  this  group  of  community  buildings,  the  165  home- 
steads are  laid  out.    Each  of  these  units  consist  of  about 
three  acres  of  land  on  which  has  been  placed  an  adequate 
home,  a  combination  barn  and  poultry  house,  and  a  vegetable 
storage  cellar.    They  are  placed  so  as  to  utilize  the  best 
house  sites,  and  face  on  the  project  roads. 

The  factories  and  cooperative  farms  lie  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  community. 


The  community  school,  complete  from  nursery  school 
through  high  school,  is  housed  in  six  separate  "buildings, 
one  of  which  contains  a  combination  gymnasium-auditorium 
that  seats  more  than  500  people.    Vocational  training  is 
stressed.    The  school  is  directed  by  local  school  au- 
thorities.   A  well-equipped  library  is  a  part  of  the 
school  system  and  is  available  to  all  community  residents. 

The  health  center  has  two  beds  for  patients,  an  operating 
room  in  which  any  major  or  minor  operation  may  be  performed, 
a  waiting  room  and  an  office.    There  are  two  doctors  in 
attendance  and  the  homesteaders  have  formed  a  cooperative 
health  association  into  which  they  pay  monthly  dues  for 
the  support  of  this  facility. 

Group  activities  such  as  classes,  clubs,  forums,  handi- 
craft and  outdoor  activities  are  available  for  all  age 
groups.    There  is  a  large  playgound  at  the  school. 
Motion  pictures  and  other  entertainment  are  held  weekly 
in  the  school  gymnasium.    Church  services  and  socials 
take  place  in  another  of  the  school  buildings.     In  the 
community  center  there  is  a  meeting  hall  where  occasional 
square  dances  rtq  held. 

Economic  Basis:      The  homesteaders  raise  most  of  their  own  food,  as  well 
as  a  little  garden  truck  for  market,  on  their  individual 
tracts.    Additional  income  while  the  project  was  being 
built  was  derived  from  employment  on  construction.  On 
August  25,  1937,  construction  was  completed  and  since  that 
time  the  families  have  been  employed  in  the  various  indus- 
tries that  have  been  established  on  the  project,  and  in  the 
community  services.    A  few  have  found  work  off  the  project 
site. 

At  the  head  of  Arthurdale's  economic  development  is  the 
Arthurdale  Association,  a  non-profit  cooperative  associa- 
tion of  West  Virginia.    This  association,  governed  by  a 
Board  of  Directors  chosen  from  among  its  membership,  owns 
and  operates  several  agricultural,  industrial  and  community 
service  enterprises.    Membership  in  the  Association  is  open 
to  every  homesteader;  each  member  has  one  vote,  and  provi- 
sion is  made  for  equal  distribution  to  the  members  of  the 
association  of  any  surplus  above  the  amount  necessary  for 
current  obligations,  reserve  funds,  and  maintenance. 
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The  agricultural  enterprises  carried  on  "by  the  Associa- 
tion include  the  operation  of  a  general  farm,  poultry- 
establishment,  dairy,  and  grist  mill.    The  Association 
owns  approximately  442  acres  of  land' and  leases  a  small 
additional  amount.     Community  services  oonsist  of  the 
operation  of  a  general  store,  automobile  service  station, 
barber  shop,  motion  pictures^  and  a  2Q-room  |nn.    The  inn 
has  been  in' operation  since  June,  1938.     Its  moderately 
priced  rooms  and  meals  are  available  to  the  general  public. 
The  high  altitude  of  its  location,  approximately  2,000 
feet,  adds  to  its  attractiveness. 

In  the  industrial  field,  the  association  operates  a 
woodworking  shop  and  forge.    Period  furniture  is  manu- 
factured for  marketing  through  sales  outlets  in  New  York 
and  Philadelphia*    The  woodworking  shor>  also  manufactures 
kitchen  cabinets,  interior  trim,  and  other  mass  production 
products  used  in  house  construction.    The  forge  makes  pew- 
ter ware  and  wrought-iron  products,  such  as  andirons. 

The  association  also  owns  two  one-story  factories,  one  of 
which  is  occupied  by  the  wood-working  plant.     The  other 
has  been  leased  to  two  tenants,  the  Electric  Vacuum 
Cleaner  Company  and  the  Phillips-Jones  Company,  manufac- 
turers of  men's  shirts.    These  factories  each  have  more 
than  10,000  square  feet  of  floor  space. 

A  third  factory  has  been  constructed  for  the  assembling 
of  farm  equipment,  principally  tractors.    This  plant  has 
been  built  and  equipped  with  funds  provided  by  the  Arthur- 
dale  Association.     It  has  been  leased  by  the  Arthurdale 
Farm  Equipment  Corporation  which  has  been  organized  by  the 
homesteaders  and  whose  capital  stock  has  been  purchased  by 
the  Arthurdale  Association.    It  is  managed  by  the  American 
Cooperatives,  Inc.,  an  organization  formed  by  a  group  of 
farmer  wholesale  cooperatives.     This  factory  started  opera- 
tions May,  1939. 

Houses:  The  houses  are  either  of  stone  or  wood  construction  or  a 

combination  of  both.    All  have  wood  shingle  roofs,  running 
water,  plumbing,  and  electricity.    They  are  heated  with 
hot  air,  hot  water,  or  steam.    Twenty-six  of  the  houses 
have  four  rooms,  23  have  five  rooms,  and  116  have  six  rooms. 
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Homesteaders!    More  than  half  of  the  homesteaders  were  destitute  miners, 
and  the  remaining  families  had  secured  their  incomes  from 
construction  work,  manufacturing,  railroading,  lumbering, 
and  farming.    All  "but  a  fev;  of  the  families  were  on  relief 
at  the  time  they  were  accepted  for  the  project,  and  their 
average  income  from  all  sources  for  the  12-month  period 
previous  to  making  application  was  $467  per  family.  Most 
families  are  large,   the  average  size  being  six  persons. 
All  of  the  men  have  had  some  agricultural  experience  and 
many  of  the  homesteaders  are  skilled  in  art  and  handicraft 
activities.    The  average  education  of  the  adults  is  eighth 
grade • 

Cost:  Arthurdale  has  been  primarily  a  relief  project.     The  amount 

spent  for  labor  in  giving  relief  employment  and  in  rehabili- 
tating workers  has  naturally  been  much  greater  than  it  would 
have  been  had  the  economical  building  of  low-cost  houses  been 
the  sole  object  of  the  project.    A  preliminary  estimation 
of  the  construction  cost  of  the  community  totals  $1,807,869. 
This  includes  the  cost  of  the  homes,  barns,  land,  community 
buildings,  and  roads. 
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